220         PROBLEM OF SOVEREIGNTY
the State, the division of its powers, the erection
of antithetic systems of rights; and from them is
born revolution.29 If you suggest that from revo-
lution good may accrue, he will point out that
between the conduct of France and the qualities
of which virtue is composed there is a direct
antithesis. * Cette plaie,' he wrote angrily,30' est du
vol . . . cette habitude du vol, cette scandale
donne et regu mutuellement tous les jours, et tout
le jour sur toute la surface de la France, ont
produit a la fin un etat de chose dont on ne se
forme ancune idee juste si on ne P a vu de pres ...
n y a une antipathie naturalle et invincible entre
la Republique Frangaise et toutes les vertus.'
We need, then, a formula against revolution and
it is in the sovereignty of authority that we find it.
One tremendous consequence must result imme-
diately from such a conclusion: our theologico-
political system can not be Protestant in character.
De Maistre was too bold a thinker not to admit the
logical deduction from Ms premises and he was
unsparing in Ms criticisms of Protestantism. It
is a word that must be effaced from the language
of Europe if religion is to be re-established and the
foundations of political authority strengthened.81
In its various forms, as Calvinism, more insid-
iously as Jansenism,32 it has declared war on
29 Fragments, p. 34.
so Tbid.9 p. 57.
si Du Pape, Conclusion (ed. of 1910), p. 354.
a* The reader will wish to consult Sainte-Beuve's reply to De Maistre *B
attack, Porte-Eoyal, Vol. HI (ed* of 1888), p. 233 seq.